7. (Twice Amended) A tonneau cover apparatus for removable attachment about a top of a 
perimeter of a cargo box and tailgate of a pickup truck, the tonneau cover apparatus comprising: 

a flexible cover; 

an end plate; 

a support frame for attachment to the cargo box; the support frame having first and 
second side rails forming opposite sides of the support frame, each of said first and second side 
rails including an end plate engagement member, each end plate engagement member being 
configured to engage and receive similar, but spaced apart, portions of the end plate, wherein the 
end plate is attached to an end of the flexible cover and the end plate is configured to 
cooperatively engage and pivot with respect to each end plate engagement member as the end 
plate passes into and out of a fixed stretching position, wherein the flexible cover is tensed when 
the end plate passes into the fixed stretching position; the end plate having an integrally formed 
radial engaging surface and each of the end plate engagement members having a radial receiving 
surface that engages at least a portion of the integrally formed radial engaging surface when the 
end plate pivots into the fixed stretching position. 



Please amend claim 12 to read as follows: 

12. (Twice Amended) A tonneau cover apparatus for removable attachment about a top of a 

perimeter of a cargo box of a pickup truck, the perimeter of the cargo box including a forward 

end, two opposing sidewalls and a tailgate, the tailgate being positioned rearward of the forward 

end and having an open position and a closed position, |the flexible cover having first and second TWO\^ 

endsjthe tonneau cover apparatus comprising: > 

a flexible cover having first and second ends; 

a support frame for attachment to the cargo box, the support frame including two 
opposing side rails and a pair of end plate engagement members, one of which is secured to each 
of the respective opposing side rails rearward of the forward end when the support frame is 
attached to the cargo box of the pickup truck; 
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an end plate attached to the second end of the flexible cover, the end plate configured to 
cooperatively engage and pivot with respect to each of the respective end plate engagement 
members; wherein the end plate engagement members cooperate to engage the end plate when 
the first end of the flexible cover is operatively connected to the support frame forward of the 
respective engagement members, such that the end plate can pivot into and out of a fixed 
stretching position wherein the flexible cover is stretched to place a tension on the flexible cover; 
/ the end plate having an integrally formed radial engaging surface and each of the end plate 
engagement members having a receiving surface which engages at least a portion of the 
integrally formed radial engaging surface when the end plate pivots into the fixed stretching 
position; and 



a locking member, the locking member operatively connected to the end plate rearward of 
each of the end plate engagement members when the end plate is in the fixed stretching position 
and movable between a first position* and a second position when the end plate is in the fixed 
stretching position; wherein the locking member prevents the end plate from being disengaged 
from the fixed stretching position when the locking member is in the first position, and wherein 
the end plate can be disengaged from the fixed stretching position when the locking member is in 
the second position. 



Please add the following new claims 17-18: 




1 7. (Amended) A method of closing a tonneau cover apparatus, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) providing a tonneau cover apparatus for removable attachment about a top of a 
perimeter of a cargo box of a pickup truck, the cargo box including a front end, two sidewalls 
and a tailgate, the tonneau cover apparatus including: 

a flexible cover having first and second ends; 

an end plate; and 

a support frame for attachment to the cargo box; the support frame having first and 
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second side rails forming opposite sides of the support frame, each of said first and second side 
rails including an end plate engagement member, each end plate engagement member being 
configured to engage and receive spaced apart portions of the end plate; the first end of the 
flexible cover being secured to the support frame forward of the respective end plate engagement 
members and the second end of the flexible cover being secured to the end plate; wherein the 
end plate is configured to cooperatively engage and pivot with respect to each end plate 
engagement member as the end plate passes into and out of a fixed stretching position in which 
the tonneau cover is in a closed position when the support frame is attached to the top of the 
perimeter of the cargo box, wherein the flexible cover can be correspondingly tensed and relaxed 
when the end plate passes into and out of the fixed stretching position; the end plate having 
spaced apart portions having integrally formed radial engaging surfaces that are configured and 
arranged to engage with and pivot with respect to the respective end plate engagement members; 
each of the end plate engagement members having a radial receiving surface configured and 
arranged to receive and engage the integrally formed radial engaging surface of the end plate; 

(b) engaging the spaced apart portions of the end plate with the radial receiving surfaces 
of the respective end plate engagement members; 

(c) pivoting the end plate in a first direction with respect to the end plate engagement 
members such that the spaced apart radial portions of the end plate slide against the integrally 
formed radial receiving surfaces until the flexible cover is tensed and the end plate is in the fixed 
stretching position. 



